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Call for expression of interest of the municipalities for participation in the “Municipality Support Programme”, under the IPA 2014-2020 Cross-Border Cooperation Programme between the Republic of North Macedonia and Republic of Albania is opened

Тhe Ministry of Local Self-Government in North Macedonia in cooperation with the Ministry for Europe and Foreign Affairs in Albania, the Operational Structures (OSs) responsible for the implementation of this IPA Cross-Border Programme, supported by the Delegation of European Union (DEU) in North Macedonia, are pleased to announce and inform the municipalities in the Programme eligible area, for opening the Call for municipalities to express interest in participating in the “Municipality Support Programme”,  an activity within the IPA CBC Programme North Macedonia and Albania 2014-2020.. 
The OSs together with the Joint Technical Secretariat supported by the DEU had developed the activity named “The Municipality Support Programme” that will contribute to strengthening the capacity of municipalities to prepare and implement expected quality projects under this IPA CBC Programme. 
The Overall objective of the “Municipality Support Programme” is to increase the local economic and social development of the municipalities in the eligible area of the IPA CBC Programme between North Macedonia and Albania. 
The Specific objective(s) of the “Municipality Support Programme” are as follows:
· The Local Government Units (Municipalities) prepared to design and implement CBC projects.
· To established networks aiming to facilitate the exchange of knowledges and experiences between municipalities in the CBC programnme area and municipalities from EU, in designing and implementing of CBC projects.
The Results of the “Municipality Support Programme” are as follows:
· The capacities of the municipalities in the Programme eligible area to prepare and implement CBC projects is increased by strengthening their project development capacity.

· Inter-municipal, regional and international partnerships and networks have been created to support design, prepare and implement CBC projects.

This activity will help the municipalities to establish a qualified municipal administration (staffers) that can design and provide CBC projects with the expected quality, as well as to establish partnerships with the municipalities in the programme eligible area, in order to jointly expose the experience in designing and implementing CBC projects funded by the EU. 
The activity will include municipalities staff in training/coaching activities in preparing CBC projects, implementing sound financial management, and exchanging expertise with more experienced LGUs. In this regard, the direct capacity building for local authorities of the programme area will be realized through the Programme technical assistance.
The eligible area covered by the “Municipality Support Programme” is the entire territory of the IPA CBC Programme North Macedonia – Albania, which includes all the municipalities within the regions as follows: 

The programme area includes 27 municipalities in North Macedonia: 

· Polog region, consisting of the municipalities of Bogovinje, Brvenica, Gostivar, Jegunovce, Mavrovo and Rostusa, Tearce, Tetovo, Vrapciste and Zelino;

· Southwest region, consisting of the municipalities of CentarZupa, Debar, Debarca, Kicevo, MakedonskiBrod, Ohrid, Plasnica, Struga and Vevcani

· Pelagonia region, consisting of the municipalities of Bitola, DemirHisar, Dolneni, Krivogastani, Krusevo, Mogila, Novaci, Prilep, and Resen;

and 17 municipalities in Albania:

· Elbasan region, consisting of the municipalities of Elbasan, Belsh, Cërrik, Gramsh, Librazhd, Peqin, Prrenjas;

· Korçë region, consisting of the municipalities of Korça, Devoll, Kolonja, Maliq, Pogradec, Pustec

· Dibër region, consisting of the municipalities of Dibra, Bulqiza, Mat and Klos;
Under the “Municipality Support Programme”, it will be planned and delivered a full range of capacity building support to the municipalities and their partners in order to scale up successful projects.          

Relevant experts will be engaged in order to meet the relevant municipal staff of the selected municipalities that will express beforehand their interest for participation in the Municipality Support Programme.

The Experts are expected to prepare the “Municipality Support Programme” and deliver outputs such as:
· Needs assessment for development of the capacity building training programme for municipalities prepared; 

· ToR for trainers to develop and deliver capacity building trainings for municipalities;

· Develop a methodology for establishing of the inter-municipal, regional and international partnerships and networks and enabling peer exchange of knowledge and experience, with the participation of peers from EU countries in training / workshops for municipalities in the cross-border cooperation program area; 

· Developed a methodology and protocols for drafting project proposals.
Also, the inter-municipal, regional and international partnerships and networks with the municipalities in the EU members countries will be created to support design, preparation and implement CBC projects.
Relevant experts will be engaged for development of the training curricula according to the need assessment report for development of the capacity building, and for delivering trainings to the municipality staffers of the selected municipalities that will express beforehand their interest for participation in the Municipality Support Programme.
As results of this activity, it is expected municipalities to apply with good quality proposals under the 1st call for proposals of the IPA 3 CBC programme.
The OSs and JTS will cooperate and coordinate “EU for Municipalities” project (fund for supporting the development and improving the environment of municipalities in each country, where the main beneficiaries are the Local and regional authorities and civil society organizations), assuring the coherence and complementarity with other projects with similar focus of activities. 

The Programme welcomes all the municipalities in the programme eligible as potential applicants to express and submit their interest electronically for this call for participation in the “Municipality Support Programme” until  31 of December 2021 at the following electronic address (email): jts_mkal@yahoo.com
Please note that the OSs together with the JTS staff supported by the DEU in North Macedonia will organize several information sessions, in order to provide detailed information and practical advice for participation in this programme.
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